6                       TO JOHN  STERLING

1831    founded on this comprehensive principle, can  or  ought
25* t0 stand'   l believe that if any clan of Christians, Socinians
* for example, or even Deists, or Atheists, were excluded,
you could not select your clergy from the remainder of
mankind without including persons less fit in every respect
than some whom you would exclude.   Besides, you would
then retain that encouragement to hypocrisy, that holding
out of worldly motives fii-st to the adoption and next to
the obstinate retention of particular creeds, which has dis-
gusted so many high-minded men with church establish-
ments ; which has made them to be considered as obstacles
to improvement, as the creation of a class with an interest
adverse to  the progressiveness of the  species.     In the
present age of transition, everything must be subordinate
to freedom of inquiry: if your opinions, or mine, are right^
they will in time be unanimously adopted by the instructed.
classes, and then it will be time to found the national creed
upon the assitmption of their truth.   But what chance is
there that the Church, as at present constituted, will con-
sent to undergo, even by the most insensible steps, this
transformation ? and that, too, at a time when insensible
steps will not suffice.    If they would, the recent elevation
of Whately to the Archbishopric of Dublin, and of Maltby
to the Bishopric of Chichester, would greatly encourago
me j the former, because I think him one of the fittest mem
in the country to hold a high station in a national churcht
such as I conceive it should be, the latter for the very-
reason which makes others disapprove of it, his want of
orthodoxy,    But all this might do while the people were
attached to the Church.   At present they are hostile to it ;
hostile, consequently, to all church establishments, beca-u.se
they know of none better than this; and they would "foe
more likely to accept an entirely new one than one which
they considered to be a transformation of this,   Why is  It
almost the natural course of things in politics that destriao-
lion'must precede renovation?    It is because reform   is
delayed till the whole attachment of the public to the en&fw
of the institution is gone, and then they feel a distrust  of
anything which looks like patching up the old edifice.     Sor                     tiff* la
